IIS Learning Agreement Procedure*
For detailed guideline on the procedure, please check the information on the links below:
https://www.win.rw.fau.de/master/going-abroad/
https://www.win.rw.fau.de/files/2017/03/IIS-GoingAbroad-AccreditationProcess-1.pdf

FAQs
1. How many ECTS should/can I take abroad?
In theory, you can take as many ECTS as you like or none at all. There are different possibilities
on how to organize your semester at a university abroad, which require different documents:
Option A)
You are enrolled at a university, but do not want to take any courses (no Learning Agreement
needed).
Option B)
You want to take courses abroad (e.g., simply out of interest or because it is mandatory for the
university abroad/Erasmus program etc.), but do not want to use them for your study program
here. (No Learning Agreement needed for us, but the university abroad might require one please check!)
Option C)
You want to take courses abroad instead of a specific course here (Learning Agreement is
required: See FAQ 2) In this case, the professor offering the course at the FAU should sign the
learning agreement.
Option D)
You want to take courses abroad that don't fit a specific course here (Learning Agreement is
required: See FAQ 6, 7 & 8).
That is what the "Study abroad" module is for. You can choose courses up to 15ECTS for the IIS
Management "Study Abroad" module and up to 15ECTS for the Informatics "Study Abroad"
module. The courses don't have to fit specific courses here, but fit the IIS program.
In short: Within the two Study abroad modules, you can do between 0 to 30ECTS, maximum
15ECTS each. You can also choose to do Option C) in addition to that.
2. Can I have a learning agreement for a mandatory IIS course?
Yes, you can. You need to contact the assistant or professor responsible for the IIS course and
suggest a replacement course abroad. He/She needs to sign the agreement before your trip
abroad. See Figure 1 on how to fill out the agreement.
3. Is there a deadline for the learning agreement?
We do not have a strict deadline. Please note, however, that you should inform yourself in
advance about the courses you can take abroad, and you should have the learning agreement
before going abroad and not after your return!
* Please note: this document is not related to the Erasmus learning agreement!

In addition, there are deadlines if you are going abroad through the Erasmus program. You have
to inform yourself about this independently! The Erasmus program requires a separate learning
agreement, which has to be signed by the International Office.
In general, it is strongly required to start the process as early as possible. An e-mail with URLs
of the courses proposed is best to inform the professor.
4. How can I make a learning agreement about a foreign language course, which I am taking
abroad?
For this, please contact the language center at WISO. See Figure 1 for an example of such an
agreement.
5. What happens when there are mostly courses worth 3 ECTS abroad and the IIS courses are
worth 5 ECTS?
In such case, you need to take 2 courses worth 3 ECTS abroad for an IIS course worth 5 ECTS.
Also, please note the following:
If you go to an EU country, the system should be unified. If the course at the university abroad is
worth 2 ECTS, you may get 2.5 ECTS here but if it is worth 3 ECTS, you would need another class
with 2 or 3 ECTS to get 5 ECTS at FAU.
For the rest of the countries, it depends. Your advisor will decide whether the classes you
suggest are suitable or not. Keep in mind that 1 credit at FAU = 30 hours. This means that a 5
ECTS course at FAU = 150 hours of studying.
6. Who is responsible for approving the courses, which are part of the Study Abroad modules?
For the Management part, please contact Matthias Hafner: matthias.hafner@fau.de
For the Informatics part, please see here
7. How do I know if a course fits the “Study Abroad Module”?
-

-

It must be a course at Master level. A Bachelor course can at best be accepted if the
professor responsible for the same subject here states explicitly that it can be accepted in IIS
at the Master level.
For IIS Management you can consider courses from the following areas: Innovating & Value
Creation, Services - Processes - Intelligence, IT Management;
For Informatics Prof. Riehle will check the following features:
 It should be a course of an Informatics program or a similar program.
 It should be in the area of Informatics that is also offered to IIS at FAU, that is:
IT security, distributed systems, simulation and modeling, computer networks,
communication systems, information visualization.
 Theoretical computer science, computer graphics, multimedia computing, computer
engineering, operating systems, compilers, pattern recognition have been excluded
from IIS by purpose. They can be accepted, but usually the prerequisites are not
fulfilled. They all require substantial mathematics.
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8. Can a 10 ECTS course abroad be recognized for both Management and Informatics Study
Abroad Module?
No, this is not possible.
9. How to fill out the learning agreement form for the Study Abroad module?
Just add the courses you will take as part of this module and then add the Study Abroad module.
See Figure 2.
10. Can I use courses in the Study Abroad module for my Specializations?
Yes, just tick the box of the specialization you want to use the study abroad course for. The
people responsible for the Study Abroad modules (see Important Notes below) will also check
the suitability of a course for the selected specialization.
Important Notes:
1. Please make sure you fill out the learning agreement form(s) correctly and bring or send it
to Matthias Hafner (for Study Abroad Courses for IIS Management) or to learningagreements@group.riehle.org (for Open Source Software or Study Abroad Courses for
Informatics) for signature and stamp.
2. After your return from abroad: Make sure you fill out the Antrag auf Anerkennung correctly
by adding all module and exam numbers! If this is not filled out properly, it will be returned
to you for correction.
3. Note that the transfer of grades may not be done immediately. A certain time for processing
is necessary.
4. It is advisable (where applicable) to print the transcripts from the online system of the
foreign university. E.g., in some universities, you receive points and then you are assigned a
grade. It is better to have the exact points you received abroad and not just the final grade
stated in the transcript of records. This is important for the final transfer of grades at our
faculty.
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Figure 1 Example of learning agreement for a foreign language course
(You should fill out the form in the same way if you want to make a LA for a mandatory IIS course)

Figure 2 Example of learning agreement for Study Abroad Courses
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